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The idea of producing a festschrift volume to engage Skip Rappaport's anthropology originated in the spring of 1996, shortly before his announcement that he had incurable cancer. In the months that followed, a trio of Skip's Michigan colleagues (Tom Fricke, Steve Lansing, Barbara Smuts) and another pair of his former students (Aletta Biersack, Jim Greenberg) announced their desires and intentions to honor Skip. Although in the end we each went our separate ways, we would like to thank them here for their early collaborative efforts, gracious support, and successful independent projects which informed our work. We would also like to thank Gisli Pálsson, A. P. Vayda, Howard Kunreuther, Laura Kunreuther, Kai Erikson, and Howard Norman, who participated at various points in this project. Our editors at the University of Michigan Press, Susan Whitlock and later Ingrid Erikson, provided encouragement and good advice that assisted the project to completion. We are indebted to Conrad Kottak and the Department of Anthropology at the University of Michigan for a generous gift that provided partial subsidy for the volume and to Ann Rappaport for her advice. Ellen also would like to thank Jean Jackson for her critical readings and mention gratefully the hospitality of her college classmates, Peg and Jeff Padnos, now of Holland, Michigan, who provided good company and the gift of friendship during a critical period each summer. Michael thanks Deidre Rose and Sarah Gould for editorial assistance, the Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada and the Division of Social Sciences, University of Toronto at Scarborough for financial support, and Jackie Solway for her steady counsel.
Each of us would like to thank the other for friendship, inspiration, and cooperation throughout the editing process, and we both thank our contributors, whose enthusiastic responses assisted in thinking and engaging the whole, and producing the kind of wide-ranging anthropology volume that we trust would have pleased our mentor.
